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SEN. JACOBS INTRODUCES LEGISSLATION TO ENSURE PLAYGROUND
EQUIPMENT SAFETY

LANSING - Sen. Gilda Z. Jacobs (D-Huntington Woods) today introduced
legislation to amend the Playground Equipment Safety Act to include flagpole
requirements in the Act's maintenance, repair and upkeep requirements. The
legislation also requires any replacement flagpoles to be made of aluminum or
material considered high strength and lightweight according to industry standards.

The legislation comes in response to the death of Ferndale kindergartener Angel
Pocock-Smith, who was struck by a 45-foot steel flagpole that fell on her during a
playground recess. Although the flagpole had been visually inspected, an
investigation after the tragedy revealed that the pole had been severely weakened
internally from years of rust and corrosion and toppled under windy conditions.
This bill would require that flagpoles be held to the same safety standards and
inspection frequencies as other equipment on playgrounds.

"This was a horrific tragedy," Sen. Jacobs said. "My hope is that by strengthening
the standards for playground equipment, we can avoid ever having such a terrible
accident occur again."
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